
So you found a stray dog 

Animal Rescue of Crosby County cannot take in every dog that we get calls about (you can read more about our Intake 

Policy below) but we can help you help a dog-in-need in many ways. 

What to do once you have a stray dog in your care 

With dog overpopulation at an all time high, options can be hard to come by. Here are some suggestions if you are trying 

to help a homeless dog: 

Plan A: Can you locate the owner? 
The dog you found may very well belong to a worried family that didn't safeguard their yard well enough to keep him 

inside. 

1. If the dog has no collar or tags, see if your vet or local shelter can scan the dog for a microchip. 

2. Post signs. 

3. Facebook us with a picture, area where they are found and best way to contact you. 

4. Craigslist can be a great tool. But please use caution as there are people who may want the dog for bad reasons. 

Make sure the dog seems to know them, take the dog to them and don't go alone. 

5. Check the Lost Dog Postings at your local shelters and file a Found Dog notice while you're there. 

6. Place an ad in the local newspaper. 

7. And make sure to ask around! 

What If I Can't Find the Owners? 

You can go to Plan B, C or D: 

Plan B: Finding a responsible new home for a stray dog 
How do I know if a stray is adoptable?  

Good Question! You might want to have your homeless dog evaluated by a qualified individual who can help you 

determine if the dog is adoptable. If he is, the next question is:  

What kind of home would be right?  

Can he be placed with other animals? Kids? Older people? Can he go into a beginner's home or only a very experienced 

home? 

Is the dog healthy? 

Life on the streets can be hard on a dog. Have your dog checked by a veterinarian to determine if she needs any 

special care beyond vaccinations. Have the dog spayed or neutered BEFORE sending to a new home. PLEASE don't 

let your found dog be used to make more dogs. Let the littering stop here. 

How can I make my foster more adoptable? 

1. Spay or neuter is a must! There are a couple of low cost spay/neuter vets in the Lubbock area.  

2. Give the dog his vaccinations. 

3. Consider basic obedience classes. A well-trained dog makes adoption into a new home much easier (and it helps 

YOU live with her while you are fostering!). Some trainers may reduce their fees for you. They can also guide 

you in the process of socializing your dog with other animals. 

4. We also recommend microchipping your foster dog or making sure they do as a part of adoption.. 

5. And of course, make sure she is clean, well groomed and well behaved when meeting potential homes. 

Advertising: Where? How? 

First, learn everything you can about the dog so you can give potential adopters the honest 411. Some of your info can 

come from the dog's evaluation; much will come from observing as you spend time with him. 

https://www.facebook.com/animalrescueofcrosbycounty/?fref=photo
http://craigslist.org/


Second, you can use the following websites for free advertising; Craigslist,  Facebook & Rescue group referral sites. 

Key information for your ad 

1. Dog's age, sex, health, and the fact that he's been fixed. 

2. Has he been evaluated by a vet? 

3. His energy level: Mellow? Energetic? 

4. His known limits with other animals. 

5. Has he had any training? Is he crate trained? House trained? 

6. Post one or more great photos. 

7. Charge an adoption fee to protect against animal research facilities that take free puppies for research. 

Potential adopters will want to know: 

1. Where did he come from? 

2. How is he with small kids? 

3. Can he live with cats? 

4. What (if anything) scares him? 

5. What is his known medical history? 

6. What are his 'bad habits'? Be honest! 

7. What are his best qualities? 

8. What does he like to do? 

How do I know if an interested home is right? 

Please be very picky about who adopts your foster dog. Someone may be perfectly nice, but this doesn't mean they're the 

best home for the dog. Ask LOTS of questions. Do a home visit and meet the whole household. We strongly encourage 

checking with their landlord and their vet - Don't be too shy to ask for contacts. ARCC has found that the very BEST 

homes are happy to share their information. Homes that are reluctant to share info may have something to hide. Take 

your time with this decision...you've put a lot of effort into saving your dog and you want his next home to be permanent. 

You may want to meet with a home several times before you know if its right for this dog. 

Plan C: ARCC assisted placement of foster dog 
ARCC can help by placing the dog on our website and also help to get the dog some adoption exposure at our adoption 

events. ARCC currently has no shelter or facilities, only foster homes and not enough of them, this greatly limits the 

number of dogs we can take in from the public each year. To share the burden, some Finders foster themselves while they 

advertise for a new home. This is an adventure in itself, not something to take on unless you really feel up to the challenge 

of volunteering your time as an "individual dog rescuer". But the rewards of helping a little lost soul find his way to a new 

permanent and responsible home can be immeasurable. All dogs brought to adoption events must be spay/neutered or 

have an appointment, have a current heartworm test on file, up to date on all vaccinations (rabies, parvo AND bordetella) 

and be current on heartworm preventative. We don't always have a lot of funds to pay for all of the shots, etc. ourselves 

but can help with some shots from time to time. Upon adoption we will insure each pet is microchipped to help insure to 

never be a stray again. 

Plan D: When you have to take a stray to a shelter 
It happens to the best of us; Not every found dog can stay in our homes while we look for a permanent home. Landlords 

may dictate, neighbors may complain, some dogs may be too much to handle or may not be able to co-exist with our pets. 

If you decide to surrender your homeless dog please look for a shelter that will offer her the best chance of being adopted 

responsibly by well screened, breed-educated adopters. 

And last of all.... 

http://craigslist.org/
http://facebook.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabies
http://www.fortheloveofstrays.com/parvo.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bordetella
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dirofilaria_immitis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microchip_implant_(animal)


THANK YOU for helping your homeless dog friend find a safer place to rest her head. We understand how frustrating 

and difficult it can be to find positive solutions to a homeless dog's plight. So much of our inspiration comes from folks 

like you who are so willing to go that extra mile for a dog sweetheart in need! 

 

ARCC Intake Policy 

Animal Rescue of Crosby County (ARCC) keeps all pets until they are adopted. Therefore, space is limited and when our 

shelter or foster homes are full, we cannot accept more animals. We do not euthanize animals to make room for more 

animals. We do euthanize animals too sick to be treated or who are too aggressive or behaviorally unsound to be suitable 

for adoption. ARCC does our best to find homes for as many animals as possible. We are committed to a community 

approach to help lower the euthanasia rate in our county. We have a transfer program that takes in animals from other 

shelters and local pounds that are open admission and house animals at risk of being euthanized.    

Animals are accepted on a space available basis or if a determination is made that the welfare of the animal is in jeopardy. 

Our purpose is to provide a safe and healthy environment for the indigent, abused and neglected animals of Crosby 

County. Our policy is to help animals in the direst need first.   

Our intake procedures are prioritized as follows: 

• Medical emergency of a stray animal  

• Abuse/neglect of a stray or owned animal (Animal deprived of food, water, shelter, or veterinary care)  

• Animals confiscated by Law Enforcement  

• Found Animals* - Animal found running or roaming. Found Animal Donations are appreciated when an animal is     

accepted at ARCC to help offset the cost we incur in caring for this pet until it can find another home, (see below).  

• All owned animals** - Admission of any owned animal into ARCC is based on the animal's health, behavior and 

adoptability. Animals are admitted when space is available and an intake fee is paid. Animal admission is at the sole 

discretion of the ARCC Board of Directors. There is a $50.00 surrender fee for bringing an owned animal to ARCC. This 

fee helps offset the cost of feeding, housing and veterinary services needed in order to make your surrendered pet ready 

for adoption. You will be asked to present your valid Driver’s License or State ID to release an animal. We make no 

guarantee of being able to accept any animal.  

 

*Please remember not all “found/stray” animals are homeless. Just because you found a dog wandering the streets doesn’t 

mean he/she was abandoned or unwanted. As any of us who own dogs can attest, it’s very easy for the most beloved pets 

to go astray. You know you’d want whoever found your dog to make every effort to find you, so return the favor.  

 

Thanks for all you do for animals in need! From your friends at 
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